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ALGORITHMIC PLAYLIST 1
Confessions, or My Most Played
Videos on YouTube

When Adele paid tribute to George Michael at
the 2017 Grammy Awards, | was devastated and
subsequently moved by her ethereal, slowed-
down take of the late singer’s spirited hit
‘Fastlove.” A song about quick hookups and hard
sex became a song of constant longing to be
noticed and desired by someone, anyone.
On morning and evening runs down my street
in Chicago, toward the cemetery at the end
of North Glenwood Avenue in Edgewater, | would
loop a YouTube upload of Adele’s cover, the only
high-quality audio version | could find, to play
over and over. In the space of six months, | had
listened to the song over 500 times, which
added up to roughly 2,500 minutes, nearly
42 hours, almost 2 days. As crazy as that seems,
all that time was, of course, spent running. Surely
a good thing!

| point this out because not only do | know
that Adele’s cover of “Fastlove’ is my most played
online video, YouTube knows this too, Everyone
has online habits that can be broken down
and analyzed, even by external sources. In fact,
Spotify has made an ad campaign based on
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of my most played videos, most of the ones
included on that list were ones | visited just

to scrub to a specific note from a beloved song,

often from studio tracks, but also to nuances
that appear in live performances, late-night show
appearances, reality-TV auditions, or anything
else that had been unofficially recorded.

Here are eleven selections from my “Most Played”
playlist:

1. Adele, "Fastlove.” Written by George Michael.
Recorded live at the 2017 Grammy Awards.

2. The cast of the Broadway musical The
Color Purple (feat. Jennifer Hudson and
Cynthia Erivo), “Purple Rain.” Written by
Prince. Recorded live at Bernard B. Jacobs
Theater, New York City, April 21, 2016.

2. Sam Smith, “Writing's on the Wall.” Written
by Sam Smith and Jimmy Napes. Recorded
live on the Graham Norton Show, 2015.

3. Sheryl Crow, ‘Safe and Sound.” Written

by Sheryl Crow. Recorded live at the
Nippon Budokan, Tokyo, 2002.

4. Christina Aguilera, “At Last.” Written by
Mack Gordon and Harry Warren. Based
on a cover by Etta James. Recorded live at
VH1's TV special “Men Strike Back,” 2000.

5. ldina Menzel, “Defying Gravity.” Written by

, Stephen Schwartz. Recorded on the “Live:
Barefoot at the Symphony” tour, 2012.
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6. Trent Harmon, “Chandelier.” Written by Sia.
Recorded live for American Idol’s 14th
season, 2015,

7. Kelly Clarkson, “Piece by Piece.” ;
Written by Greg Kurstin. Recorded live for
American Idol's “Farewell Season,” 2016.

8. Patti Smith, “A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall.”
Written by Bob Dylan. Recorded live at
the 2016 Nobel Prize ceremony, Stockholm.

9. Mariah Carey, “Vision of Love.” Written by
Mariah Carey and Ben Margulies. Recorded

live on Saturday Night Live, October 27.1990.

10. Whitney Houston, ‘Star-Spangled Banner.”
Written by Francis Scott Key and '
John Stafford Smith. Recorded live at
Super Bowl XXV in Tampa, Florida, 1991,

There you go. | have no shame in reliving Mariah's
big-hair days, no shame in listening to Whitney
belt out the American national anthem, no shame in
losing hours of my life to hearing Jennifer Hudson
sing Prince, no shame in replaying Sheryl Crow's
howling-till-it-cracks performances, no shame

in loving Sam Smith’s gentle vocal lisp, no shame
in reliving Kelly Clarkson’s most famous American
_ Idol moments. This is my meme culture. This is my
playlist. You're welcome to test it out, maybe some-
thing new will have taken its place by the time you
are reading this book, something just as ostenta-
tiously sentimental. | don't care. May all my street
credibility blow up into thin ringlets of smokel!
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© ALGORITHMIC PLAYLIST2 |

 It'saFriday morning and | am at home,
~ having taken the day off to rest a sprained
 back muscle. | am sitting on my swivel
~lounge chair, something | probably
~ shouldn't do, as | have been advised
to lay flat on my back and to get up only
_to occasionally perform stretch exercises.
~ But | want to be able to sit up and watch
~ TV. Ten years ago, this would have involved
flipping through channels, but now

broadcast television has given way |
to streaming networks. With my Amazon
Fire TV streaming device | have been

~ able to aggregate my accounts with

Amazon Prime, Netflix, HBO, and whatever

~ else l would like to view on demand.

Hereis a listOyf what | view during
~ amorning of streaming surfing:
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. Catastrophe |
~ Bumbling husband Rob Delaney is the |
~ perfect counterpart to Sharon Horgan's
_ lacerating Irish witticisms. Isn't he every-
_one's perfect husband? Don't we all want
~ tospend quahty time on the toilet qunetly

releasing our bowels, unmterrupted

~ with newspaper in hand’? |
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ALGORITHMIC PLAYLIST 5
Suggestions from Amazon That
Appeared as | Wrote This Book

More items to consider

— The Happiness
Equation: Want
Nothing + Do
Anything = Have
Everything
by Neil Pasricha

— The Seventh Sense:
Power, Fortune,
and Survival in the
Age of Networks
by Joshua Cooper
Ramo

— Pause: Harnessing
the Life-Changing
Power of Giving
Yourself a Break
by Rachael O'Meara

— Bad Choices: How
Algorithms Can Help
You Think Smarter
and Happier
by Ali Aimossawi
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— The School of
Greatness: A Real-
World Guide to
Living Bigger, Loving
Deeper, and Leaving
a Legacy
by Lewis Howes

— Stick with It:

A Scientifically
Proven Process
for Changing Your
Life—for Good

by Sean Young

— Simply Brilliant:

How Great
Organizations

Do Ordinary Things
In Extraordinary
Ways by

William C. Taylor

Inspired by my
shopping trends

. &yf}?;. The Liberal

. — Escape from

Imagmatlon ,
by Lionel Trilhng

':'f'f—M:meSIS .
 The Representatlon
of Reality in Western

therature . ,
by Ench Auerbach

_ofCapitalism

| by Max Weber .
_f.f_'YQungRadicaIS." |

In the War for
_ American Ideals

by Jeremy McCarter'
- [he Reckless I\/Imd .

Intellectualsin
Politics by Mark Lilla

Freedom
by Ench Fromm

“ Recommenda’uons

for you ,
— Time ,
by Amelia Groom

~ —The Transhumamst ,

' Wager

by Zoltan Istvan

_. The Body Buiders:

_Inside the Sc:ence .

o the Engmeered

Humwan
byAdam Plore

'ne Our Future

anathe Spint

Al’tlfICla/ Emotlonal
_Intelligence

~ byRichard Yonck
. Fcr"e night in

~ —Love &Hip Hop:

Hollywood

— The Truman Show

——Daughters of the ’
Dust ' .

- ‘,'Newforyou .
 —Famously Smgle
—Claws

— Face Off: |
Divide & Conquer

. '%Big Brother

(Am | a reality-TV
whore?)
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