Exercises in understanding non-literal communication

Group:

I.  Identify what you think is being implicated in the following examples – what can A assume B is trying to say?

1.
A:
Are you going to the party tonight?


B:
I have a headache.

2.
A:
Where are you going?


B:
Out.

3.
A:
Where is Timmy?


B:
He’s either at home or at school.

4.
A:
I feel like having some soup.


B:
 There’s a Tim Horton’s across the street.

5.
A:
What program is Timmy in?


B:
He’s going into Philosophy, but he’s actually a pretty cool guy.

6.
A:
What kind of music do you listen to?


B:
Mostly jazz.

7.
A:
Have you seen Timmy lately?


B:
Actually, I saw him last night, having dinner with an older woman!

8.
A:
I just saw Timmy on crutches!

B:
His mom should never have bought him a skateboard.
II.  Identify what you think is presupposed in the following statements.
9.
Can you resend me that email attachment?

10.
Timmy regretted failing his Philosophy class.

11.
Why can’t Timmy do well in Philosophy?

12.
Losing her pet turtle made Tammy very sad.

13.
It’s unacceptable that teachers only make 40,000$ a year!

14.
It was Einstein who discovered that E=mc2.

15.
All of Timmy’s brothers are bald.

