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Create a TC² account

To access resources 
from our website and 
to join our mailing list, 
first go to the login 
page to create an 
account.

www.tc2.ca

On the login page, click on 
Create an account.
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What are your hopes and aspirations 
for your students?

• What are you noticing about the quality of 
their thinking this year?

• Despite your best efforts, what have you 
noticed students generally struggle with in 
your discipline?

• Which competencies are most important for 
them to develop?
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Questions?
Priorities?
Concerns?
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What are some powerful steps we can take to 
create thinking classrooms that nurture 

quality student thinking in all our students?

A critical inquiry question  
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Today’s critical challenge
• 3-2-1

• Select 3 things you learned about today 
about nurturing thinking that had an impact 
on you 

• Select 2 practical ideas you are planning to 
try in your classroom next week 

• Raise 1 powerful question that you would 
like to better understand 

Start a 
Thoughtbook: 
What are your 
initial thoughts 

about this 
challenge?

What are some powerful steps we can take to 
create thinking classrooms that nurture 

quality student thinking in all our students?

A critical inquiry question  
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What do we mean by 
ENGAGEMENT?
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Levels of 
Engagement Transformed

(empowered)

Challenged
(caught up)

Cares
(appreciates the value)

Interested
(entertained)

Complies
(on task)

A new 

conce
ptuali

zation
 of 

engag
ement
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Engaged?
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Levels	of	engagement

Not	engaged Level	I Level	II Level	III Level	IV Level	V

Non-
compliant	

does	not	
complete	
assigned	tasks	

Merely	
complies	

does	it	for	
external	
rewards	or	
expecta6ons

Holds	
interest	

is	
enjoyable	
or	pleasing

Sees	the	
value	

is	perceived	
important,	
useful	or	
personally	
meaningful

Is	challenged	

gets	caught	up	
by	appropriate	
and	
meaningful	
challenges	

Is	Transformed	

commitment	
extends	to	
other	aspects	
of	their	lives

Rate	the	level	of	engagement	of	each	character:		
-	Paul	
-	Roland	
-	the	other	students
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Transformed
(empowered)

Challenged
(caught up)

Cares
(appreciates the value)

Interested
(entertained)

Complies
(on task)

A new 

conce
ptuali

zation
 of 

engag
ement

Critical thinking

Collaborative 
thinking

Creative thinking

Levels of 
Engagement
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What do we mean by 
CRITICAL THINKING?
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Will there be a goal?
4 - Highly Likely
3 - Likely
2 - Unlikely
1 - Highly Unlikely
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A Definition of   
Critical Thinking

 TC2 defines critical thinking as the 
thinking through of a problematic 
situation about what to believe or how 
to act where the thinker makes a 
reasoned judgment that reflects 
competent use of the intellectual tools 
for quality thinking.
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Today’s critical challenge
• 3-2-1

• Select 3 things you learned about today 
about nurturing thinking that had an impact 
on you 

• Select 2 practical ideas you are planning to 
try in your classroom next week 

• Raise 1 powerful question that you would 
like to better understand 

What are some powerful steps we can take to 
create thinking classrooms that nurture 

quality student thinking in all our students?

A critical inquiry question  

Revise your 
Thoughtbook: 

What would you 
like to add or 

refine?
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How do we assess critical 
thinking? What should we look for?
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What	might	I	
have	learned	
about	your	
thinking?

When	we	make	thinking	visible,	we	are	
able	to	fluidly	assess	and	then	strategically	
teach	the	intellectual	tools	needed	for	

quality	thinking
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What	intellectual	tools	does	a	good	
thinker	need	in	your	discipline?
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Today’s critical challenge
• 3-2-1

• Select 3 things you learned about today 
about nurturing thinking that had an impact 
on you 

• Select 2 practical ideas you are planning to 
try in your classroom next week 

• Raise 1 powerful question that you would 
like to better understand 

What are some powerful steps we can take to 
create thinking classrooms that nurture 

quality student thinking in all our students?

A critical inquiry question  

Share something 
from your 

Thoughtbook
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Where can I learn more?

…and many more 
resources on our 

website…

26

Stay connected

Your partner in critical, creative, and collaborative thinking.

Thank you!

Professional Learning Consultant
Judy Richards | jrichardstc2@gmail.com

@tc2thinks

usha.james@mail.utoronto.ca

Usha James
@UshaJames

www.tc2.ca

The Critical Thinking Consortium
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