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Fellowship process at a glance



Fellowship 
topics

Thinking and 
Writing

Problem-Based 
Writing 

Assignments

Coaching Students 
as Learners, 

Thinkers, & Writers

The Politics of 
Literacy

Self-Reflection, 
Grading, & 
Feedback

Collaborative 
Writing & Group 

Work



Our 
Textbook



Today’s 
workshop

Each Fellow has focused on one WID-
related concept to discuss for today

Fellows have researched, thought 
about, discussed, and road tested 
these concepts

All concepts fall under the umbrella of 
“community”

Guiding question: How can we foster 
meaningful relationship-building to 
support student learning? 



Procrastination

WID Fellows Presentation
January 16, 2023

Ahmad Banki (Economics)

Dawson College

1



7

Two qualities:

• Impulsivity vs. self-control.

• Procrastination vs. time management.

• Time management can explain 30% of 
academic success, more significant than 
all other factors combined
(Nilson, 2013).

Student Empowerment



Strategies

1. Journal.

❖ Costs & benefits.

❖ Fears.

❖ Assign precise blocks of time to each course.

2. Token system.

❖ Reward for early submission.

❖ Compete on deferring gratification. 

❖ Use tokens to submit late, drop lowest grade, or do fewer Qs.

3. Our example.

❖ Prompt grading.

❖ Organized & consistent course design.
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Empirical Evidence

• Hypothesis. Students who consistently precrastinate will have a higher 
academic achievement.

• Method. Six assignments. Over six assignments: 75 submissions at least two 
days before due date. 54 submissions1-3 days late.

• Precrastinators: those who did at least half of the assignments early.

• Procrastinators: those who did at least half of the assignments late.

• Explanatory variable range: -6 to 6.
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Empirical Evidence

• Procrastinators’ grade range: 60-80.

• Precrastinators’ grade range: 65-100.

• Correlation coefficient, r = 0.637.

• p < 0.01

• The final grades of
students who 
have a habit of 
precrastination is 
significantly higher 
than that of students
who have a habit of
procrastination.
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Ahmad’s 
champions

lazy
losers



Vygotsky

• Zone of proximal development (ZPD): “the 
distance between the most difficult task a 
child can do alone and the most difficult task a 
child can do with help” (Mooney, 2013). 

❖ The edge of learning.

❖ Impact of interaction with teacher & peers.

❖ Encourage conversations 
without interruption.
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Vygotsky

NOAH: I’ll be the nurse.

SARA: No, you can’t! My mama’s a nurse. You have to be a girl.

KASIA: Yeah, the boys is supposed to be the doctors.

IVAN: The doctor that got my mom’s baby out was a girl.

JEFF: C’mon, Noah, just be a doctor so we can play this game!

• Sharing experiences & opinions.

• Content learning.

• Process learning.

❖ Help become better learners.
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WID Workshop:
Group Work

Ivan Freud (Religion)



Six blind people enter a jungle and 
come upon something…

Being blind, they touch it and 
call out what they think it is… 



Six Blind People enter a jungle and come 
upon soehing… Being blind, they touch it and 
call out what they think they have come 
upon… It’s a…



Jain parable 
– Mahavira 
c. 600 BCE

• Win-Win vs. Win-Lose

• Non-Zero-Sum vs. Zero-Sum

• Listening to one another…

• Respecting one another’s different 
perspectives…

• Empathizing by stepping into one another’s 
shoes…

• The importance of multiple perspectives, for 
example: Historical, Economic, Psychological, 
Sociological, Geographical, Anthropological, 
et autres…





Overview 

Benefits of Group Work

Kinds of Group Work

Recommended Method of Group Work 

Group Work Case Study

Question - Group Presentation and Individual 
Paper vs. Group Presentation and Group Paper?



Benefits of Group Work

Powerful form of active 
learning – giving students 
the opportunity to practice 

disciplinary inquiry and 
argumentation under the 
tutelage of a teacher as 

coach.

Measurable advances in the 
quality of thinking 

reflected in student writing.

Gives students space to 
pursue their own lines of 

thought and test them
against the thinking of their 

professors.

Social advantages of 
collaborative learning –

promoting student 
interactions and friendships, 

develop leadership skills, 
and foster diversity.



Kinds of Group Work

The experimental learning 
practices of Dewey, Piaget, 

and Vygotsky

The ‘cooperative learning’ 
movement associated with 
David Johnson and Roger 

Johnson (1991)

The learning community 
movement, in which 

interdisciplinary teams of 
teachers become colearners 
with students in pursuing a 

many-faceted, 
multidisciplinary problem

The various disciplinary 
approaches to small groups, 

such as Kenneth Bruffee’s 
work in rhetoric and 

composition or Uri Treisman’s 
work with study groups in 

mathematics

Problem-centered
approaches such as Harvard’s 

case method

Problem-based learning, 
often associated with the 

University of Delaware



“Collaborative Learning Techniques: A 
Handbook for College Faculty”–
Barkley, Cross, and Major (2014) 

• This compendium of collaborative 
learning techniques (which they call 
CoLTs) provides a wealth of 
strategies for using small groups, 
ranging from the quick classroom 
use of unstructured “buzz groups” 
to elaborately planned use of 
structured teams whose members 
work cooperatively over multiple 
class sessions in purposeful stages 
designed by the instructor.



Recommended:
Goal-Oriented 
Group Work

Bean & Metzer, authors of “Engaging 
Ideas,” recommend a Goal-oriented 
use of small groups, aimed at 
giving students supervised practice 
in disciplinary thinking under the 
tutelage of the teacher as coach. 

The method they describe has the 
specific goal of teaching question 
asking and argument through a 
consistent and recurring rhythm:



Bean & 
Metzer’s
recommended
Goal-oriented 
Group Work 
Template

1. The teacher presents a disciplinary problem requiring 
critical thinking—typically resulting in a claim with 
argument (rather than a “right answer”) or in a group-
formulated research question or interpretive question.

2. Students work together in small groups to reach 
consensus on a “best solution” to the problem.

3. In a plenary session, group recorders present their 
group’s solutions and arguments.

4. As the reports unfold, the teacher coaches students’ 
performance by pointing out strengths and weaknesses 
in the solutions, showing how the alternative claims or 
questions emerging from group’s often parallel ongoing 
disciplinary debates, and otherwise offering 
constructive critiques.

5. At the end, the teacher may also explain how this 
problem would be (or has been) approached by 
experts.



Conclusion

• Many are the benefits of Group Work 

• Powerful form of active learning –students practice disciplinary inquiry and 
argumentation

• Improves quality of thinking reflected in student writing.

• Gives students  a sense of independence/self-reliance space to pursue their own 
lines of thought 

• Promotes student interactions and friendships, develop leadership skills, and 
foster diversity.

• Many are the kinds of Group Work

• The experimental learning practices of Dewey, Piaget, and Vygotsky

• The ‘cooperative learning’ movement associated with David Johnson and Roger 
Johnson 

• The learning community movement - interdisciplinary teams of teachers colearn 
with students in pursuing a many-faceted, multidisciplinary problem

• The various disciplinary approaches to small groups, such as in Kenneth Bruffee’s 
rhetoric and composition or  in Uri Treisman’s study groups in math

• Problem-centered approaches such as Harvard’s case method

• Problem-based learning, often associated with the University of Delaware

• Recommended Method of Group Work 

• Bean & Metzer recommend a Goal-oriented use of small groups giving students 
supervised practice in disciplinary thinking with teacher as coach. 

• Breakout Groups:

• Group Work Case Study: The STOPAT Sudoku

• Question:  Which is more effective,  Group Presentation and Individual Paper vs. 
Group Presentation and Group Paper?



Works Cited

Bean, John C., and Dan Melzer. Engaging Ideas : The Professor’s Guide 
to Integrating Writing, Critical Thinking, and Active Learning in 
the Classroom. Third edition., Jossey-Bass, 2021.  

Using Small Groups to Coach Thinking and Teach Disciplinary Argument

Chapter 8, pages 159 – 178



Thank you!



Group Work Case Study: 
Introduction to World 

Religions 

Does Religion Evolve?





Does 
Religion 
Evolve?

6 Religions

6 Time Periods

6 Continents

6 Themes



S.T.O.P.A.T 
nothing, 
wonderful 
young 
people!

S – Storytellers

T – Thinkers

O – Organizers

P – Practitioners

A – Artists & Architects

T - Travelers



Robert 
Bellah’s 
Definition of 
Evolution

“Evolution at any system level I define as a 
process of increasing differentiation and 
complexity of organization which endows 
the organism, social system or whatever 
the unit in question may be, with greater 
capacity to adapt to its environment so 
that it is in some sense more autonomous 
relative to its environment than were its 
less complex ancestors” 

–
Robert N. Bellah
Bellah, Robert N.. “Religious Evolution.” American Sociological Review Vol. 29, No. 3 
(1964): 358-374. JSTOR. 



Does 
Religion 
Evolve?

Students self-identify with one of our 6 STOPAT Groups

Approximately 6 students in each of our 6 groups

STOPAT Sudoku – 6 continents x 6 religions

Each student has a specific time and place ‘box’

Students decide upon the nature of their theme, i.e., Artists decide whether they will do 
sculpture, paintings, places of gathering, etc.

Students decide upon how they will analyze increasing complexity, their ‘criteria of 
complexity,’ to determine evolution, ex. Size of building, complexity of structure, 
materials, location, light, etc.

Students contextualize their time period and share their examples concluding as to 
whether religion evolves.



Storytellers - S Thinkers - TH Organizers - O Practitioners - P Artists & Architects - A Travellers - Tr

Dufault, Rebekah-S Djaiz, Sara-TH Calliste, Alisha-O Edaibat, Kareem-P Karch, Aidan-A April, Carlie-Tr

Pastras, Sabrina-S Doskas, Liam-TH Lamarre, Jade-O Francois, Kristy-P Mastroianni, Alessia-A Comis, Angelos-Tr

Rahman, Wardah-S Duverlus, Bethsaïda-TH Miron, Alice-O Lecours, Katherine-P Ricciuti, Lara-A Dvashi, Eli-Tr

Sotiriou Lévesque, Anthony-S Rocklin, Samantha-TH Ocampo, Alvin-O Maachy, Ikram-P Rodrigues e Castilho Serafim, 

Maria-A

Fontus, Angie-Tr

Winiarski, Luca-S Tatchinda Djouko, Raïna Linsey-

TH

Zhao, Mingrui-O Mitre, Alessia-P Kahn, Maia-A Huynh, Mai-Annie-Tr

Spiezia, Massimo-S Tobolkova, Raja-TH Lahouaoui, Ahmed Walid-O Rowsell, Beth-P Karout, Myriam-A Ianniciello, Ariana-Tr

Campanelli, Oliver-TH Ininahazwe, Alyne Kessy-O

STOPAT Groups Introduction to World Religions – Section 02 – Fall 2022



Americas Europe Africa Middle East South & South East Asia North Asia

Pre – 10 000 BCE Ocampo, Alvin-O Tatchinda Djouko, Raïna 

Linsey-TH

10 000 BCE Mastroianni, Alessia-A Rocklin Samantha-TH Winiarski, Luca-S Lahouaoui, Ahmed Walid-O Edaibat, Kareem-P April, Carlie-Tr

1500 BCE Ianniciello, Ariana-Tr Mitre, Alessia-P Ininahazwe, Alyne Kessy-O Sotiriou Lévesque, Anthony-S Duverlus, Bethsaïda-TH Karch, Aidan-A

600 BCE Doskas, Liam-TH Rahman, Wardah-S Lecours, Katherine-P Dvashi, Eli-Tr Kahn, Maia-A Calliste, Alisha-O

600 Dufault, Rebekah-S Miron, Alice-O Karout, Myriam A Djaiz, Sara-TH Huynh, Mai-Annie-Tr Rowsell, Beth-P

1500 Francois, Kristy-P Comis, Angelos-Tr Campanelli, Oliver-TH Ricciuti, Lara-A Zhao, Mingrui-O Pastras, Sabrina-S

1800 Lamarre, Jade-O Rodrigues e Castilho Serafim, 

Maria-A

Fontus, Angie-Tr Maachy, Ikram-P Spiezia, Massimo-S Tobolkova, Raja-TH

STOPAT Sudoku - Presentation Schedule
- Only one representative from each STOPAT group in each continent
- Only one representative from each STOPAT group in each time period



Question:
Group 
Presentation 
and Individual 
Paper vs. 
Group 
Presentation 
and Group 
Paper?

The STOPAT Group Presentations are a great success!

As it stands, students are also to write an Individual Paper 
(or present an equivalent creative project) following the 
same steps and answering the same question, i.e. “Does 
religion evolve?”

Question: Along with the STOPAT Group Presentations, 
would it be better for students to also hand in an 
Individual Paper or would a Group Paper be more 
beneficial?



Thank you!



Noah Brender, Humanities











Experiments in kindness

•No doctor’s notes 

•No late penalties

•Extensions on request













Ranking, Evaluating and Liking: 

Sorting Out Three Forms of Judgment

Peter Elbow



DF C B- B+ AC- C+ B A-

Standard Grading



60%F 70% 80% 90% 100%65% 75% 85% 95%

Standard Grading



60%F 70% 80% 90% 100%

Standard Grading



Resubmit

Minimal Grading

Needs work

3/5

Good

4/5

Excellent

5/5



DoneNot done

Minimal Grading





Excellent

Needs Work

Good



Excellent

Needs Work

Understanding Interest Clarity

Good



ExcellentExcellent

Needs Work

Understanding Interest Clarity

Good

Good

Needs Work



Summary

•Ranking vs. Evaluation

•Minimal grading

•Rubrics for feedback, not 
justification



Concerns

•How will students 

feel?

•How will admin feel?



Translingualism
Engaging images as a universal language 

Kasia Wolfson, Anthropology,  WID fellow  Winter 
2022



Defining translingualism

According to Lu & Horner (2013, p. 585-587):

• treats language practices in a “temporal-spatial 
frame” that they are always “emergent, in 
process (a state of becoming)”

• recognizes language difference as the norm 
and views it as a resource not an obstacle



Defining translingualism

According to Canagarajah (2013, p.41)

• “involves all of us, both native speakers and 
multilinguals”

• “focuses on communication a) beyond separate 
languages b) beyond language as a medium to 
accommodate other semiotic resources, such as 
color, images, and symbols”



Visual literacy in the age of the image

• The visual sense primary/most immediate 
in our navigating & receiving information 
about the world 

• Today’s image-saturated environments 
enabled by technology

• Images could be considered the lingua 
franca of our daily digital communication

• Issues of image integrity, authenticity, truth

• Reading & writing images



Visual literacy in the age of the image

• Visual reading: image interpretation/analysis, 
evaluation, visual perception, knowledge of 
visual grammar and syntax, and learned ability 
in visual-verbal translation

• Visual writing: visual creation, image 
production and use, and in effective visual 
communication

• Other visual literacy skills: include visual 
thinking and learning skills and applied image 
use (such as using images ethically) 

(Kędra & Žakevičiūtė, 2019, p.2)



What’s going on in this picture?



WGOTP forum



WGOTP –The Reveal

This week’s image comes from the 2016 slide show “World-
Class Photojournalism, at Home in the South Bronx” on the 
Lens blog. The original caption reads:

After grueling traffic at the Qalandia checkpoint, a young man enjoyed 
a cigarette in his car as traffic finally cleared on the last evening of 
Ramadan. He was taking home a sheep for the Eid celebration. West 
Bank.

Tanya Habjouqa is the photographer. Her collection 
“Occupied Pleasures” features this photo, along with eight 
others. Here’s how she describes the collection’s theme:

Occupied Pleasures presents a nuanced, multi-dimensional portrayal of 
humanity’s ability to find pleasure in the face of trying circumstances in 
Occupied West Bank, Jerusalem, and Gaza. Occupied Pleasures 
straddles passive and active meanings: to be occupied under Israel, and 
to occupy oneself, joyfully and defiantly, in pastime and simple 
pleasures.

https://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/09/25/world-class-photojournalism-at-home-in-the-south-bronx/
http://habjouqa.photoshelter.com/gallery/Occupied-Pleasures/G0000baUmyAvOgBM/


Engaging images as a universal language

Translingualism
• recognizes language as a multimodal and 

emergent social practice

• provides opportunities to incorporate teaching  
how to decode (read) and encode (write) 
images 

• trains students in the practice of looking and 
actively engaging with visual information by 
sharing ideas, forming interpretations, and 
finding evidence to support claims has many 
benefits some of which include sharpening 
critical thinking skills and fostering a sense of 
community in and out of the classroom



Want to know more?



More resources



Collaborating with Community Partners

Sara Kendall (Geography)



WID: Designing "Meaningful Writing" Assignments

• Disciplinary problem / authentic problem – present "intriguing, 
beautiful, or important problems" and "authentic tasks"

• Role or Purpose – support students in understanding the students' 
role in the assignment (other than just 'student') and purpose

• Audience – support students in understanding the intended audience

• Discourse community – specify the genre of the assignment, to help 
the student understand what discourse community they are entering

Source: Bean, John C. and Dan Melzer. Engaging Ideas: The Professor's Guide to Ingegrating Writing, Critical Thinking 
and Active learning in the Classroom. Hoboken: Jossey-Bass, 2021, pp. 66-68.





Course: Environmental Issues



Question: What percentage of the world's mining 
companies are headquartered in Canada?

Step 1: Co-constructing the "problem"

Answer: 75%

Problem: Most of us don't know a lot about the social-
environmental impacts of mining in Canada and around 
the world.



Guest speaker: Co-constructing the "problem"



Step 2: Designing a Meaningful Assignment

Inspiration



Step 2: Designing a Meaningful Assignment

• Disciplinary problem: Most of us don't know a lot about the social-
environmental impacts of mining in Canada and around the world.

• Role or Purpose: Students conduct research about people involved in 
and impacted by the mining industry, and develop curriculum to 
share with other students.

• Audience: Students and teachers in Canada

• Community: MiningWatch Canada, Mining Injustice Slidarity Network; 
teachers and curriculum designers.



Class 
Brainstorm



Feedback on our 
brainstorm



Finalized 
Roles – ready 
for student 
research



Assignment 
Instructions





Other steps:

• In-class lectures, workshops, 
and informal writing

• Readings related to the 
assignment:
• Eve Tuck's Suspending Damage,

about "damage-
centered research" in social 
science research

• Stuart Tannock's Learning 
to Plunder, about partnerships
between public schools and the 
global mining sector.

• Peer Review



Try out our 
activity!



Next steps:



•What worked! Student engagement and excitement

•What was hard:
• Quality of student work really varied

• Deep dive around a single issue (depth vs. breadth)

• Funding for community partner

• Reciprocity for community partner – balancing community needs 
and pedagogical goals / cource competencies

What worked, what was hard



•How can we partner with community organizations to co-
develop meaningful "problems" for our students to 
explore and conduct research about?

•How can we partner with community organizations to 
develop meaningful assignments? 

• In what ways can student work have real-world impact, 
so it doesn't just stay within the classroom? What are 
some of the possibilities and challenges of this?

Questions



Breakout group discussion questions

How might you employ 
this strategy in your 

class?

What concerns or 
problems might you 

encounter in using this 
strategy?

Do you find anything 
confusing or unclear 
about this strategy?

Share your experience 
using this strategy in 
class. What worked? 
What didn’t? Why?

Have you read/seen 
anything that can add 

to the discussion of 
this strategy?

What new ideas or 
inspirations were 

sparked by the 
presentation?

What do you find most 
interesting/promising 
about this strategy?

Do you think you might 
experiment with this 

strategy this semester?
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